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Who am I?
Rachel Lookadoo, JD

• Director of Legal and Public Health Preparedness, Center for Preparedness 

Education

• Faculty, College of Public Health, University of Nebraska Medical Center



Agenda
- Clean Indoor Air Act

- Open Meetings Act

- Regulation of Local Public Health Departments

- Public Health Authority and Autonomy



Clean Indoor Air Act



What type of smoking 
products are included in this 
law?



Who does this law apply 
to?



Any Exceptions?



How can businesses 
comply?



What are the penalties for 
violating the law?
- For either someone who smokes in a public place or a proprietor who fails 

to keep their business smoke-free:

- Class V misdemeanor for first offense ($100 max. fine)

- Class IV misdemeanor for additional offenses ($100 - $500 fine)

- Charges dismissed for smokers who complete a smoking cessation 

program



Questions on Clean Indoor 
Air Act?



Open Meetings Act



Who is a “public body” 
under the law?
• Governing bodies of all political subdivisions of the State, 

• Governing bodies of all agencies of the executive department of state government created by law, 

• All independent boards, commissions, bureaus, committees, councils, subunits, or any other bodies 

created pursuant to law, 

• All study or advisory committees of the executive department of the state whether of continuing or 

limited existence, 

• Advisory committees of the governing bodies of political subdivisions, of the governing bodies of 

agencies of the executive branch of state government, or of independent boards, commissions, etc., 

and

• “Instrumentalities exercising essentially public functions."



Exceptions under the law



What is a meeting under 
the law?

“All regular, special, or called meetings, 

formal or informal, of any public body for the 

purposes of briefing, discussion of public 

business, formation of tentative policy, or the 

taking of any action of the public body.” 

Neb. Rev. Stat. §84-1409 (2)



Notice and Agenda 
Requirements

The public body must:

1. Give advanced notice of the time/place of the meeting,

2. Transmit that notice to all members of the public body and 

to the broader public, and

3. Provide an agenda of the meeting with the public notice



Rights of the Public



Enforcement of the Act

• Any motion, rule, or formal action of a public body taken 

in violation of the open meetings law will be declared 

void. 

• Any Nebraska citizen may file a lawsuit in the county 

where a public body exists to allege violation of the act. 



Violation of the Act

• Any member of a public body who knowingly violates 

the act or attends a meeting knowing that it is in 

violation of the act, will be guilt of a Class IV 

misdemeanor (1st offense) and a Class III 

misdemeanor (subsequent offenses)



Questions on Open 
Meetings Act?



Regulation of Local Health 
Departments
Neb. Rev. Stat. 71-1629 – 71-1635

4 possible structures:

1. A health department established by a single County Board 
(“County Health Departments”), 2 of the 19 Local Public Health 
Departments: Douglas County Health Department and Dakota 
County Health Department

2. A health district formed by joint resolution of two or more counties 
in Nebraska (“District Health Departments”), 16 of the 19 Local 
Public Health Departments in Nebraska

3. When a county board, and the city council of any city within that 
county, have executed an agreement for maintaining a City-County 
Health Department. No current departments of this type.

4. When a county with a population of more than 200,000 and the 
city council of any city within that county, have executed an 
agreement for maintaining a City-County Health Department. Ex: 
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department



Powers of LHDs in 
Nebraska
• Select a health director

• Hold meetings

• Conduct necessary health investigations and inspections

• Enact rules and regulations and adopt DHMs but must have approval of 

Nebraska DHHS



Public Health 
Authority/Autonomy



Public Health 
Authority/Autonomy









Questions?
Rachel.Lookadoo@unmc.edu




